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Rendezvous 


DFC Cluster Pay 
Dear Editor: 

In case a fellow has been awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross with clusters is 
he to be paid only for the original or for 
the original plus the clusters. I have the 
DFC with two clusters so am I to be paid 
$2.00 per month or $6.00? 

S/Sgt. Oscar J. Sitzes 
Army & Navy General Hospital 
Hot Springs, Ark. 

S/Sgt. Sitzes should be paid $6.00 per 
month for his DFC and two clusters. 
Furthermore, if he is on flying status he is 
entitled to collect $9.00 per month. Pay 
accruing to enlisted men for the various 
distinguished service awards is included as 
“pay” in the computation of the 50% in- 
crease for aviation duty. (AR 35-1500)—Ed. 


Bonus Problem 
Dear Editor: 

Questions have arisen among several offi- 
cers relative to Regular Army commissions 
and the $500 a year bonus for rated officers. 
These questions are: 

1. Is it possible for a rated officer eligible 
for the bonus, who has made application 
for a regular commission, who has gone 
through the screening process, and who has 
had his papers forwarded to Washington, 
to refuse a regular commission when and 
if it is offered him, and on release from 
active duty collect the $500 a year bonus? 

2. If an officer cannot refuse a Regular 
Army commission and_ still collect the 
bonus, can he recall his application any 
time before regular commissions are offered 
so that his bonus will not be jeopardized 
when he returns to inactive status? 

Maj. Emil W. Kontak 
La Junta, Colorado 

Upon acceptance of a commission in the 
Regular Army or upon being selected for a 
Regular Army Commission, an Air Corps 
Reserve Officer loses his eligibility to receive 
the lump sum payment. He also loses eligi- 
bility if he refuses to accept a Regular Army 
Commission when selected. 

Any person who desires to withdraw his 
application for a Regular Army Commission 
should address his desire for withdrawal to 
The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C. 
(Par 3, AR 35-3420)—Ed. 


AAF Enlistment 
Dear Editor: 

Kindly send me information on the pos- 
sibility of entering the AAF. I would like 
information on the following: Is college 
training a part of the program; how long 
must my enlistment be; will I get a com- 
mission following my training? 

J. P. Fortier 
Yale Station 
New Haven, Conn. 

A number of technical schools are op- 
erated for members of the Army Air Forces, 
but there is no program in existence at the 
present time which includes actual attend- 
ance at a college or university. Under the 
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Photographing the “Big Bang” Charlotte Knight 4 
AAF will shoot enough film in 4 seconds to make 4 Hollywood movies 


Medicine in the Sky Capt. Harry H. Ransom 6 
AAF School of Aviation Medicine—its accomplishments and objectives 


Unshackling Shanghai Ist Lt. Lawrence T. Gordon 8 
Lifting a Chinese army into Shanghai was more than a transport job 


Air Scouts 11 
Under new program Boy Scouts of America will “be prepared” to fly 


Airfields, Germany Capt. Aaron Hotchner 12 
The rebuilding of 33 German airfields required 70 million man-hours 


Crash Rescue 14 
More men died in ground crashes during the war than in air combat 


Global Weather Ist Lt. Harmon H. Harper 15 
With airborne weather stations world-wide forecasting is possible 


Foreign Fledglings 18 
In the interests of lend-lease the AAF educated many Allied fliers 


The AAF Tells Its Story 20 
History of the Army Air Forces was written while it was still hot 


Europe a Year After 21 
Air Force correspondent reports on Europe after full year of peace 


The AAF Comes of Age Capt. H. P. Andersen 22 
ATC’s Atlantic Division commands all Army troops on Atlantic bases 


Rockets Over New Mexico 26 
How the AAF plans to send German V-2 rockets 100 miles above earth 


Army Calls for Skilled WACS 28 
Honorably discharged enlisted women can reenlist in Regular Army 


Airborne Symphony Irving Kolodin 36 
Marc Blitzstein captures the spirit of the AAF in words and music 


The Disturbin’ Turbine 44 
Now it can be told—the technique of jet turbine maintenance 


DEPARTMENTS AND FEATURES 


How Sharp Are You? 2 Cross Country 29 


Technique 37 
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